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8       PORTENTS
The following is a fair specimen of the mysterious significance which
medieval chroniclers habitually attributed to natural phenomena, distorted
or exaggerated.
The Brut, E.E.T.S., 1908, p. 313.
And this same yer [1361], in the Ascencioun, even about
midday, was seyn the Eclipse of the sunne; and ther folowed
suche a newe droght that, for defaut of rayn, ther was grete
bareynes of corn, froyt1, and hey, and in the .same yere, the vj'
kalend of Juyn, there fill a sangweyn rayne, almoost like blood,
at Burgoyne; and a sangweyn crosse, fro morwe unto pryme,
was seyn and apperid at Boloigne in the eyr, the whiche meny
a man sawe, and after, it mevid3 and fill in the myd see.
And in the same tyme in Fraunce and in Engelond, and
in othere meny landes, (as they had duelled in playn cuntres
and desert bare wytnes), sodenly ther apperid ij castels, of the
whiche wenten out ij ostes of armed men; and the to oste8 was
helid4 and clothed in white, and the tothere yn blak; and whan
batayl t>ytuene them was bygunne, the white overcome the
blake, and anone after, the blak token hert to them and over-
come the white; and after that, they went agen into her castellis,
and [after] that the castels and al the oostes vanisshed awey.
And in this same yere was a grete and a houge pestilence of
peple, and namely5 of men, whos wyves, as wymmen out of
governaunce, token husbondes, as wel straungers as othere
lewed and syr^ple peple; the whiche, forgetyng ther owne
wurschip and feerthe, coupled and maried them with them that
were of lowe degre and litel reputacion.
9       OLIVER THE FLYING MAN
Trevisa's Higden^ vn. 221*   A,D. 1066.    \
to
Seven dayes tofore May, a starre with a bright blasyng
crest was i-seie6 into al the world wyde, and was so y-seie
seven dayes continuallyche. Olyvervmonk of Malmesbury
grette1* the sterre, and spak therto in this manere: " Thow art
i-come, now thu art i-come, dwel8 and sorwe to wel many
1 fruit,                                                                                                                                                                                         * moved.                                                                                                                                                                                     * one host                                                                                                                                                                                              * wrapped.                                                                                                                                                                                                  5 especially.
6 seen.                                                                                                                                                                                     * greeted.                                                                                                                                                                                                 8 dule, mourning*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